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Abstract The codification and implementation of the Ecological and Environmental Code mark
China’s entry into a new era of codified ecological and environmental rule of law, while also
exerting profound impacts on the existing structure of local environmental legislation. Within the
multi-level environmental governance system, local legislation has long played a pivotal role in
implementing central policies, responding to regional demands, and leading institutional
innovation. While the implementation of the Code enhances the systemic coherence of
environmental law, it also imposes more refined and coordinated requirements on the institutional
space and functional positioning of local legislation. Based on an analysis of the logical
relationship between the Ecological and Environmental Code and local legislation, this article
deconstructs local ecological environmental legislation from a functional perspective into five
categories; rule-implementing and specification-detailing legislation, supplementary legislation,
gap-filling legislation, context-specific legislation, and pilot or experimental legislation. It further
examines the institutional adjustment needs faced by local legislation in the era of
codification. Local environmental legislation should, while adhering to the principles of “no
contradiction, local distinctiveness, and operability”, address the potential tension between the
Code’s systemic stability and the flexibility required for local governance by optimizing legislative
technical coordination, strengthening regional collaborative legislation, and enhancing
institutional supply in emerging fields. In doing so, it contributes to the overall upgrading and
coordinated development of China’s ecological and environmental legal system.
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