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Abstract The review and approval of the Ecological and Environmental Code has put forward
new requirements for the study of environmental law, which requires a systematic sorting and
interpretation analysis of the basic principles of environmental law based on the provisions of the
code. The principle based clauses in Article 6 of the General Provisions and the specific provisions
of the Code form an interrelated system, but there are differences between policy principles and
legal principles. Therefore, normative analysis and identification should be based on the inherent
functions of legal principles. Prevention first, systematic governance, and public participation
have the attributes of legal principles, which are the basic principles of environmental law
established directly based on legal provisions and belong to the principle of originality; “green
development” should not be used alone as a basic principle of environmental law. It needs to be
combined with the principle of “ecological priority” that has value consistency to form the basic
principle of environmental law. This principle most concentratedly embodies the basic spirit,
concept, and value of environmental law, providing basic guidelines for dealing with the
relationship between high-level protection and high-quality development, and has different levels
of normative construction; the concept of “liability for damages” does not possess the attributes
of a legal principle and has limitations in its normative content. It cannot fully cover the content
of legal liability in the Ecological and Environmental Code. It should be further refined based on
the value orientation of fair distribution of environmental liability, and establish “the burden of

the cause”

as the basic principle of environmental law, which belongs to the principle of
secondary nature. As a result, five basic principles of environmental law have been formed:
ecological priority and green development principle, prevention as the main principle, system
governance principle, public participation principle, and the burden of the cause principle. These
principles are a normative refinement and expression of the basic principles and provisions in the
Ecological and Environmental Code, including the primary principle and the secondary principle,
forming an internally consistent and consistent legal principle system for ecological environment
protection,

Keywords Ecological and Environmental Code, Basic Principles of Environmental Law, Legal

System, Ecological Priority, Green Development
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