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Abstract With the growing use of online criminal-witness testimony, urgent questions arise about its
relationship to traditional methods like offline, written, and audio-visual testimony, and how to regulate
and apply it. Structural functionalism, emphasizing overall functioning and subsystem coordination,
offers theoretical guidance, Per Article 1(2) of the Online Procedural Rules, functional equivalence
between online and offline testimony is widely acknowledged. Yet, under the dual standards of direct
testimony and confrontation rights, online testimony undermines testimonial originality, limits
information integrity, weakens interaction adequacy, revealing actual functional inequality. Compared to
written or video testimony, online court testimony exhibits the closest functional traits, positioning it as
suboptimal in the witness testimony system. For applicability, objective inability to appear in court due
to valid reasons should include party consent and negative factors. Drawing on Merton’s structural
functionalism, online testimony shows manifest dysfunctions like failed testimony isolation and
uncontrolled sequencing, plus latent ones threatening substantive and procedural justice. Thus,
adjustments in testimony procedures, technical empowerment, and rights/obligations are needed to
achieve suboptimal application,

Keywords Structural Functionalism, Criminal-witnesses, Online Testimony, Suboptimal Positioning,

Negative Function
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