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Abstract In the late 19th century and early 20th century, Westerners in China printed many
postcards with the themes of China’s natural and cultural landscapes, internal affairs, diplomacy.
and social life in the late Qing Dynasty. Some of them involved arrests, court trials, shackles,
cages, and executions scene. These postcards not only record some real fragments of judicial
practice, but also reflect the Orientalist mentality of Westerners. Through photographs,
paintings and postcards based on them, the visual effect of China’s torture practice was enhanced
and disseminated, exposing westerners to a negative image of China’s judiciary and, to a certain
extent, achieving the intention of stigmatising China’s judiciary. Since the community of legal
historians pays little attention to these image materials, iconographic analysis and cultural
interpretation will help to reflect on, deconstruct and criticize the Westerners’ discourse on
China’s judicial practice in the late Qing Dynasty, and promote the understanding of the judicial
culture in the late Qing Dynasty.

Keywords Westerners, Postcards, Late Qing China, Court Trials, The Punishments of China
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