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Abstract With the rapid development of the game industry, disputes and lawsuits on the video
games are constantly emerging in China. These judicial practices make the problem on the
attributes of video-game maps, one of the most important elements in the video games, become
very apparent. Discussions on the attributes of video-game maps mainly focus on the following
two questions; (1) Whether video-game maps can be the works defined in the copyright law or
not? (2) If the answer is yes in the first question, what type of the works shall the video-game
maps belong to? Under the premise that there are no explicit legislative guidelines, Chinese
judicial practices have gradually accumulated valuable experience via continuous exploration on
the above two questions. This paper attempts to collect and review the cases on the attributes of
game maps, and summarize the answer of the above two questions, hoping to improve the legal
system of copyright.
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