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Abstract Induced by the classical administrative acts form scheme, the research method which
focuses too much on “a single node” cannot correctly understand administrative credit rating.
Based on the analysis of the stage structure under the research paradigm of administrative process
theory, the administrative credit rating is essentially a complex administrative activity composed
of the behavior of credit information collection, the behavior of credit information evaluation, the
behavior of credit rating calculation and the behavior of credit rating disclosure. Among them,
there are four legal properties of the act of credit information collection, namely, non-genuine
multi-stage administrative procedure act, administrative internal act in a substantive sense,
administrative agreement, and administrative factual act. The behavior of credit information
evaluation should belong to internal administrative behavior; the behavior of credit rating
calculation should be defined as an automatic specific administrative act, but only an internal
administrative act is established when the rating agency fails to fulfill the obligation of informing;
the disclosure of credit rating is an administrative fact. The administrative credit rating has no
benefit or burden attribute in nature, but the rating result has great influence on the reputation
and qualification of the credit subject. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen the legal control of
administrative credit rating from four aspects, such as the establishment of basis, the scope of
application, the procedural standard and the relief mechanism.
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