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Abstract In the ancient Chinese legal system, the primary function of the number was “internal
calculation” (“PN”) , which could carry out metaphysical philosophical interpretation at the level of
“Tao” (“j&”), showing the ancient people’s pursuit and concern about the harmony between man
and nature, the balance of “yin” and “yang”, and the construction of order. From the metaphysical
level, it demonstrates the legitimacy and authority of the regime and legal system of the
dynasty. The figures have significant cultural and institutional characteristics, which could formally
deal with crimes, criminal acts, and penal systems to represent or symbolize an institutional system

“ external

and show some ideals of legislators or recorders. At the level of “Qi” (“#%”), the
calculation” (“#pFL”) function of the number with quantifiable and tidy features, can achieve the
purpose of the ruler to establish legal governance and bureaucratic rule. The traditional number
conception penetrates into the deep structure of national culture and affects people’s cognition and
thinking. Therefore, studying the number phenomenon in ancient legal culture and the cultural logic
behind it has certain enlightenment significance for understanding some current legal acts and

phenomena.

Keywords Mysterious Number, Philosophical Interpretation, Meaning Expression, Order Construction
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