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Abstract The introduction and the establishment of tort terms in modern China went through
the following stages. In the 19th century, there were a few translations with different levels and
ways by foreigners in China, which showed the early expressions of tort in Chinese, but they
failed to find proper equivalents and exert an influence. At the beginning of the 20th century, the
“unlawful act” transplanted from Japan became the general term to express tort in the late Qing
Dynasty. The term “tort” was first used in The Draft of Qing Civil Code, which was inherited
by the Republic of China and became a general term during the Period of the Beijing Government
of the Republic of China. The adoption of “tort” as a legal term in modern China was affected by
the Japanese scholar’s view of tort formed on the basis of the Japanese tort legislation, whereas
the tort provisions were referred mainly to Germany. Therefore, the legal term and the legal
system are different in their meanings, and the rationality of the term “tort” was also questioned
by some scholars of the Republic of China. In spite of this, it is still a relatively reasonable choice
for modern China to adopt the term “tort”.

Keywords Early Translations, Unlawful Act, Tort, Right
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