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Abstract Muyou began to participate in judgment from the Ming Dynasty, and the trend
gradually deepened in the Qing Dynasty. The rise of muyou is closely related to the fact that the
county judges began to replace township governance as the main way of dispute resolution in the
late Ming Dynasty. The positive attitude of the state towards Muyou , the large increase in the
number of judicial affairs brought by the population growth, the talent base provided by the
adjustment of the imperial examination policy, and the economic conditions provided by the
policy of Yanglianyin for the local officials to hire Muyou further promoted the development of
Muyou. The development of Muyou is clearly shown in the changes of the adjudicative
documents, and the change of the fuzhuang is one of them. After the middle of the Qing
Dynasty, the fuzhuang gradually became a document circulated between local officials and
Muyou, which was especially used by Muyou. And because the fuzhuang reflects the work of
Muyou , it is different from most other adjudicative documents. The fuzhuang is not in the
archives but belongs to the local officials.

Keywords Muyou, Fuzhuang, Civil Justice during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Historical
Change

(BTG4 BUIRHE)
e O]



