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Abstract Responding to the eager expectation of the society, the Anti-Unfair Competition Law
revised in 2017 added the Internet Article. Surprisingly, this Article failed as soon as it was
introduced: a large number of cases refused to be subsumed within the specific clauses articulated
by it, but fled to the general clause. The Internet Article is an intellectual reflection of the
techniques of organizing legal texts. The failure of this Article results from a deep methodological
crisis. The Article cannot withstand doctrinal conceptual analysis, with few terms, ambiguous
connotations, and unclear extension. As a so-called “typification” under the guidance of
conceptual thinking, the Internet Article can hardly establish any type in the strict sense. Legal
Formalism has its limitation. The legal practice and theoretical research of Anti-Unfair
Competition Law ask for a turning of issues, and seek for a powerful methodology in assuring the
acquisition and accumulation of empirical knowledge.

Keywords The Internet Article, Legal Formalism, Failure of Rules, Conceptual Thinking,
Typified Thinking
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