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Abstract The “Handbook of Civil Law Research” is highly valued in Japan’s academia as it is a
masterpiece of the research methods of Japanese civil law. However, written at the end of the
20th century, the writing styles introduced in this book are closely related to the stage of the
succession of law, judicial practice and academic environment in Japan at that time. Therefore,
the application of the mentioned research methods should be based on the academic production
modes in China. The function of the research methods ought to be taken as the selection
criteria. It would be better if scholars can make use of the late-mover advantage to choose the part
that is suitable for the actual situation to develop their own research methods, so that they can
accurately define the function of various research methods, striving together to clarify the
direction of research and reach a consensus.

Keywords Study of Civil Law, Succession of Law, Academic Production, Case Study, Comparative Law
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