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Abstract The criminal in-court judgment pronouncement system was established in 1979 by
legislation, but it was not until 1996 that it was solemnly proposed in judicial practice for the first
time after the revision of Criminal Procedure LLaw. From then on, the Supreme People’s Court
has been displaying changes in policy toward this system, referring to three value propositions
and forms of policy: case handling efficiency-oriented, judicial transparency-oriented and trial
substantialization-oriented, and eventually formed an overall arrangement that carried forward
layeredly, which requires that this system be applied compulsorily in fast-track procedure,
preferentially in summary procedure and suggestedly in ordinary procedure. The policy guidance
of the Supreme People’s Court has been responded generally by local judicial practice. However,
there are two greatly different faces. On the one hand, there is a small group of courts which
polish relatively high in-court judgment pronouncement rate; on the other hand, there are many
courts that stuck in propelling this system, and finally a case handling efficiency-oriented
dominated pattern was sealed in practice, which applies this system mainly to simple and minor
cases, with low and highly fixed judicial resource allocation, as well as relatively great
randomness and heterogeneity, showing a vision of great diversity. Since the 2018 Amendment of
Criminal Procedure Law settled the drifting practice of in-court judgment pronouncement into the
institutional structure of mandatory application in the fast-track procedure, we can expect a
practical view of improving in-court judgment pronouncement rate, However, for the real trigger
of the revolution of in-court judgment pronouncement in practice, we have to take the high
application rate in ordinary cases and the normalization of pronouncing judgment in court as
symbols. Furthermore, we should take a process-oriented method when considering the value,
the expectation and the policy proposition of in-court judgment pronouncement, the “building” of
in-court judgment pronouncement rate should return to the foundation to strengthen basic
skills. That is to improve procedural mechanism to an extent that is sufficient to encourage
practice to realize the normalization of pronouncing judgment in-court, making it a natural state
in the substantial trial.

Keywords In-court Judgment Pronouncement, Case Handling Efficiency, Judicial Transparency, Trial

Substantialization, Institutional Encouragement
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