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Abstract The Five Dynasties Period was the chaotic time under conditions of rival principalities
separatism between the Tang and Song Dynasties, and no law or excessive punishment became
the mainstream view regarding the legal system of the period for a long time. However, through
the analysis of historical data, the situation was not exactly like this. The Later Jin Dynasty
which was in the middle of the Five Dynasties fruitfully constructed the criminal legal system
actually. The contribution is primarily reflected in the following aspects. Firstly, in the field of
legislation, three large-scale legal activities were carried out, and the officials showed enthusiasm
for law discussion. Secondly, in the field of judicature, although there was excessive punishment,
there were also cases of rectification and prudent punishment on the basis of law. The several
general amnesty which led to the refutation from the individual official reflected the emperor’s
forgiveness. All above indicate that the Confucian legal system which was gradually formed since
the Han Dynasty was trampled in the Five Dynasties Period which was the troubled time, but it
was not broken completely, and it was still inherited and developed circuitously. Meanwhile, the
legal system of the Five Dynasties Period showed the unique function of connecting the Tang and
Song Dynasty. The function of connection was reflected in the content of the criminal legal
system in Later Jin Dynasty and Five Dynasties Period. In the troubled time, the legal system of
the Five Dynasties Period had the rich, multidimensional and complex characteristics, but it can’t
be summarized simply as no law or excessive punishment.

Keywords Later Jin Dynasty of the Five Dynasties Period, Tang and Song Dynasties, Criminal
Legal System, Function of the Connecting Link
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