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Abstract It seems we are at the beginning of a mass “ranking society” currently. This paper
attempts to interpret the occurrence and evolution of this trend from a law-and-society
perspective; information collection and ranking tools with low costs facilitate both economic and
political power to provide scores over mass activities with different incentives and reasons. For
commercial power, platform needs the ranking system to become part of private infrastructure of
digital market, so as to regulate various labor and activities on the platform; for the government,
however, it needs to make use of widely-used information technologies to transform the
bureaucratic system to more adaptive to fast-flowing society. This paper argues that although
algorithms could increase the transformation of law and social norms, it is a good strategy to
widely adopt ranking system for commercial and administrative entities.
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