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Abstract There is a tension between the leniency system based on admission of guilt and
acceptance of punishment (LSAGAP ) and the people’s assessor system (PAS). The main
challenges about people’s assessors’ participation in the trial of plea cases include the increasingly
limited participation space, the difficulty in distinguishing between factual trial and legal trial,
and the weakening of the trial ability, and so on. The reasons for the above challenges include the
different expected objectives of the two system reforms, the deficiencies in the design of assessors
rules, the professional ties strengthened by the concept of cooperative justice, and so on. In line
with the development trend of China’s criminal justice, we should improve the mechanism
scheme for the people’s assessors to effectively exercise judicial power in the trial in the future
from the following aspects: First, adhere to the trial centralism to comprehensively promote the
reform process of the LSAGAP and the PAS; second, adjust the trial rules for people’s
assessors to participate in plea cases; third, to optimize the relationship between procuratorial
and judicial powers as the starting point to standardize the lenient procedures of plea cases;
fourth, improve the assessment mechanism to improve the quality of handling plea cases.
Therefore, the quality of the reform of separation between complicated and simple criminal cases
will be further improved.

Keywords Cases of the Accused Who Admit the Guilt and Accept the Punishment, the People’s
Assessor, the Judge, Fact-finding, Application of Law
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